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A guide on how to host an elementary school visit during Architecture Week

Brief:
Using “Design Matters” as the main theme, create a three part presentation to teach students about architecture and design utilizing a PowerPoint slide show, class discussion, and participation.  This presentation is for the third grade level, but will have to modified when presenting to the middle school level.  This can be done by incorporation a hands-on exercise or through the use o technology, such as AutoCAD or Revit.
Presentation:

Part One:  Introduction:  10 min.
Introduce yourself and tell the class you are an architect and that you are here today to teach them about design and architecture.  One of the first things you will do is ask the class what they think an architect is and does.  This is a brainstorming exercise so be open to all the answers that they give.  Write them on the whiteboard or chalkboard, you will come back to their answers at the conclusion of the presentation.  If you can, create a column of their answers.  Next, talk about design and explain that design is not only a part of architecture, but a part of their everyday lives.  They may not even notice or may take for granted that design is all around them, like their chair, desk, pencil, and yes even their classroom was designed by someone or even a group of people.  A lot of thought, preparation, sometimes even trial and error go into creating a design.
Part Two:  Two part PowerPoint Slide Show:  30-40 min
This is a two part presentation about design with part one focusing on everyday objects students can easily identify and relate to in their own lives, and the second part concentrates on design and its role in architecture.  The PowerPoint format will present slide one as a design with an easily identifiable error and the second slide, which will be next to the original for comparison, shows the design correctly.  An additional selections of slides will be available that shows a slide that is unfinished and the following slide shows the complete image.  This can be used after the everyday objects and architecture portions.  These slides can be used to create more interaction with the students and engage them to think of solutions to the unfinished designs.  An assortment of slides will be available for selection by the presenter to create their own presentation.
Slide Show – Part One:  Everyday Objects:  15 – 20 min.
These slides are of everyday objects.  Students will relate to these and will be able to tell what is wrong with object they are looking at.  Students will learn that the not only creativity is a part of design, but also a certain amount of thought and preparation is necessary to achieve a good design.  Ensure that you come back to the design them and ask the students why the design is wrong.  Before transitioning to part two of the slide presentation, present the assortment of slides that show unfinished designs and ask the students what would the design need to be complete.
Slide Show Transition – Explain to the students that what they just learned from the design of everyday objects are a apart of designing buildings.
Slide Show – Part Two:  Architecture:  15 – 20 min.
These slides are of buildings.  Students will be able to analyze the slide with the error, discover what is incorrect, and see in the next slide how the building should look.  Emphasize how preparation can lead to a better design.  Before proceeding to the conclusion present the assortment of slides of unfinished buildings.  Engage the students by challenging them to figure out what is missing from the design.
Part Three:  Conclusion:  10 min
Now that you have had a chance to explain what design is, how it is part of the students everyday lives, how it relates to architecture, and discovered how design matters revisit with the class what they think an architect is/does.  Using the list that you created at the beginning of the presentation write their answers next to the ones from the beginning of the presentation.  See how the answers differ and explain that in the short time that you have been with them that they now have a better understanding of what an architect does and how design plays a critical role in their work and the outcome of their buildings.
Total Time: 60 min

