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M 
embers and guests will be meet-

ing at the Holiday Inn Oakbrook 

on Tuesday, January 31st to learn 

how to correctly position their firm for 

WBE/MBE initiatives by state and local 

governments. Speakers for the evening in-

clude Montel Gayles, the former Chief Pro-

curement Officer in the City of Chicago De-

partment of Procurement Services, and Kev-

in Sido, a long-time attorney for design pro-

fessionals.  Both are partners at Hinshaw & 

Culbertson LLP Chicago office. 

 

MBE/WBE regulations may appear daunt-

ing for the uninitiated.  How does a firm qualify? Are teaming 

arrangements recognized? What if member qualifications 

change during the project? What are typi-

cal audit and enforcement practices? Mr. 

Gayles will offer his insights on these 

issues and how design professional firms 

can qualify for important government 

contracts, whether individually or by 

teaming up with qualified firms.  

 

Mr. Sido will address important contract 

considerations concerning performance lia-

bility, insurance, employment and many 

other issues that these arrangements entail.  

 

The evening will begin with a networking 

hour followed by dinner and the presentation.  Online registra-

tion is available and event details can be found below. 

Taking Advantage of Diversity Initiatives 
Tuesday, January 31, 2012 

DATE:  Tuesday, January 31, 2012 

 

LOCATION:  Holiday Inn Oakbrook  

17W350 22nd Street, Oakbrook Terrace  

 

COST:   Advanced     Regular 
 (Thru 1/23/12)       (After 1/23/12) 

AIA Member / NEI Affiliate .......................... $25 ........... $30 

2010/2011 NEI Lapsed Member..................... $25 ........... $30 

Guest/Non-Member (no CES Credit) ............. $25 ........... $30 

Non-Member CES Credit ............................... $30 ........... $35 

Student (full-time) .......................................... $10 ........... $15 

Visit the NEI web site to make online reservations or contact 

the chapter office. 

 

AGENDA: 
5:30 ï 6:30 pm  Registration / Networking 

6:30 ï  7:15 Buffet Dinner 

7:15 ï 7:30 Announcements 

7:30 ï 9:00 Presentation 

9:00 pm Conclusion 

 

MENU:  Buffet Dinner:  Sliced Roast Beef w/Demi Glaze, 

Mashed Potatoes, Seasonal Grilled Vegetables, Garden Salad, 

Assorted Cookie Display 

CONTINUING EDUCATION LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

¶ Identify key characteristics of the different governmental 

programs at federal, state and city levels. 

¶ Articulate why disadvantaged business enterprise pro-

grams were created and thus better understand underlying 

policies that governments are enforcing and administering. 

¶ Explain who is eligible to obtain disadvantaged business en-

terprise certification status and how one keeps that status. 

¶ Describe how to team up with a certified firm and how to deal 

with the risks that may accompany such an arrangement. 

 

RESERVATION DEADLINE: 

Deadline for advance reservations is Monday, January 23, 

2012. 

 

RESERVATION POLICY:   

Cancellations must be made no later than noon on the Thurs-

day (1/26/2012) before the chapter program to avoid being 

billed. 

 

CHAPTER OFFICE: 
PHONE:   630.527.8550 

FAX: 630.357.4818 

EMAIL: corda@aianei.org  

http://www.aianei.org/news_events/ViewEvent.php?eventid=1491
http://www.aianei.org/news_events/ViewEvent.php?eventid=1491
http://www.aianei.org/news_events/ViewEvent.php?eventid=1491


January 2012  

Page 2 Volume 35, Number 1  

 eArchitalk 

Mission Statement  
AIA Northeast Illinois 
To celebrate and promote the profession of archi-

tecture, provide opportunities for professional 

growth, and improve the built environment. 

Presidentôs Message 

2012 Annual Sponsors 
Gold 
Berg Engineering Consultants, Ltd. 

Silver 
ECS Midwest, LLC 

Eriksson Engineering Associates, Ltd. 

Euclid Insurance 

International Contractors, Inc. 

Shales McNutt LLC 

W-T Engineering 

Contributor 
Aerotek 

Illinois Brick 

Johnson & Bell 

Johnson Wilbur Adams, Inc. 

McCluskey Engineering 

Taylor Coating Sales 

Threshold Acoustics, LLC 

Wight & Company 

We extend a special ñThank you!ò to our new and re-

turning 2012 sponsors. Sponsors enable AIA Northeast Illi-

nois to provide many of the programs and events that are 

held during the year. If you are interested in becoming a 

sponsor, please call the chapter office at 630.527.8550 or 

visit the chapter web site at www.aianei.org/Sponsorship.  

I would like to take the time to wish all of 

you a happy and prosperous New Year. I 

hope the holidays have been enjoyable to 

you, your family, and your friends. January 

is typically the time when we review the 

past with all of its attributes and look ahead 

to the New Year with vision and optimism. 

 

The past few years have been devastating to 

our profession. While the economy contin-

ues a jobless recovery, the billing index is above fifty percent 

and some firms are reporting an increase in inquiries. Although 

there has been a drop in the unemployment rate, it needs to be 

determined if the drop is due to people dropping out of the 

work force or actual employment. Let us hope the phase, ñThe 

worst is behind us,ò is true. 

 

The AIA/ NEI is still maintaining a fiscally conservative ap-

proach towards its budget, programs, and events by continuing 

to re-evaluate and strengthen those that bring maximum value 

to our members. With all the efforts made by the Sponsors, 

Board Members, Committee Members, and Tasks Forces our 

success can ultimately be distilled down to our base members 

and affiliate members. Our strength and our value is derived 

from our membership. The AIA/NEI is an interactive, self-

perpetuating organization that relies on active members for self

-reliance and growth. 

 

The current economic environment has brought to light many 

beneficial aspects of the AIA/NEI. The most visible and most 

public of these is our Community Outreach Committee. The 

last few years have been very active and very successful for 

this committee. Recent chapter design charrettes with other non

-profit organizations have produced a body of work that ranges 

from a 5 acre housing master plan, to a LEED townhome plan, 

all the way to an office interior. This year will be no exception, 

as this committee is already actively engaged in organizing 

future events. 

 

I would encourage all members and affiliate members to 

engage and take an active role in your chapter either by at-

tending chapter events on a regular basis, participate on a 

task force for a specific event such as the golf outing, or 

join a committee. It is vital for the chapter to have members 

involved on these committee in order to obtain more input 

from a broader range of members and to better adapt to the 

changing needs of the chapter. 

 

ñTo celebrate and promote the profession of architectureò 

which is part of our mission statement, I canôt think of a better 

way than through public service. I encourage AIA/NEI chapter 

members to apply their time and talent to Zoning, Planning 

and, of course, Architectural Review Boards within the com-

munities in which they live. Active engagement in the commu-

nity leads to networking opportunities for the Chapter. 

 

NEI officers and directors are always ready to meet with any 

Chapter member to discuss new ideas and innovations that 

would better serve the Chapter and its members. Please feel 

free to contact any one of us at any time. 

 

Best Wishes for the New Year. 

 

 

Charles S. Ditchman, AIA  

AIA Northeast Illinois President 

http://www.berg-eng.com/
http://www.ecslimited.com/
http://www.eea-ltd.com/
http://www.euclidinsurance.com/
http://www.iciinc.com/
http://www.shalesmcnutt.com/
http://www.wtengineering.com/
http://www.aianei.org/Sponsorship.html
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ARCHITALK is the monthly publication of AIA Northeast Illinois. 

Opinions expressed are those of the particular author and not neces-

sarily those of the AIA/NEI. The information contained in this Archi-

talk newsletter is general in nature and should not be considered a 

substitute for professional advice in specific situations. Advertising 

of products and services appearing in Architalk does not constitute 

endorsement by AIA/NEI. Editorial deadline is the 10th day of each 

month prior to the distribution month.  

Direct questions, comments, articles and requests to reprint articles to:    

Corda Murphy,  412 Green Valley Drive, Naperville, Illinois 60540 

' 630/527-8550  Å  7 630/357-4818   Å   * Corda@aianei.org  

Building Solutions with the Power of People

www.iciinc.com

2675 Pratum Avenue, Hoffman Estates, IL  60192 

(224) 293-6333    FAX: (224) 293-6444   www.wtengineering.com 

Scott R. Triphahn, PE PLS, President  Stephen T. Triphahn, Vice President 

Mechanical, Electrical, Fire Pro-

tection, HVAC & Plumbing Engi-

neering,   Civil & Structural Engi-

neering, Communication Site 

Design, Land Surveying, Aquatic 

Design & Engineering, Landscape 

Architecture and Recreational 

Planning & Design 

 

T 
he Retirement Research Foundation announces 

2012 funding for its Accessible Faith Grant Pro-

gram to enable Chicago area houses of worship to 

make their facilities more accessible. With such improve-

ments, older adults and people with disabilities may be 

able to participate more fully in the programs, services, 

and activities of the facilities. Houses of worship in 

Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kendall, Lake, and McHenry 

county of Illinois are eligible to apply for a grant. 

 

Grants may be awarded for up to 50% of a projectôs total 

cost, for a maximum of $30,000. 

 

Houses of worship may use an Accessible Faith Grant 

for: 

¶ Design and construction of accessibility improve-

ments such as elevators, platform lifts, permanent 

ramps, or restroom renovations 

¶ Purchase and installation of program-related equip-

ment such as assistive listening systems 

¶ Applications will be accepted from March 1 to June 

1, 2012. Grants will be announced in the fall of 2012. 

 

2012 Funding for Accessibility Improvements  

in Houses of Worship 
The full description of the program, application form, 

tips for completing the application, and additional flyers 

are available on the Foundationôs website, www.rrf.org, 

or by contacting The Retirement Research Foundation, 

8765 W Higgins Road, Suite 430, Chicago, IL  60631, 

phone 773-714-8080. 

http://www.rrf.org
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Checkout  
www.aianei.org  
Calendar  for  

Continuing  Education   

Opportunities 

A 
IA Illinoisôs annual lobby day ï ñPrairie Grass-

rootsò ï will take place in Springfield on 

Wednesday, February 8th.  To register, visit AIA 

Illinoisô website or complete the registration form on 

page 5 and return it to the AIA Illinois office. Registra-

tion is free for members and AIAS members if completed 

by 5:00pm on February 1st.  There is a $25 registration 

fee for non-members and any registrations made after 

February 1st. 

 

This is your opportunity to meet with your state legisla-

tors and discuss topics of importance to the architectural 

profession. 

 

Upon arrival in Springfield you will attend a working 

lunch where AIA Illinois staff will provide you with issue 

briefs and drop-off materials.  Youôll also have an oppor-

tunity to discuss the issues and talking points with staff 

and colleagues. 

 

After lunch, youôll most likely be paired with a colleague 

and head to the Capitol building to track down your legis-

lators.  (Itôs chaotic, but fun!)  

 

In the late afternoon there will be a reception where 

youôll have time to relax and review the dayôs events 

with colleagues and staff before heading home. 

 

If you donôt want to drive to Springfield a bus will be 

picking members up at the Merchandise Mart in Chicago 

and at a Park and Stop lot at Exit 257 on I-55 in Joliet. 

Space is available on a first come first serve basis so 

make your bus reservation soon! 

 

To make the most of your experience, here are a few tips 

on what to expect and how to prepare: 

BEFORE WEDNESDAY 

¶ Contact the offices of your state representative and 

state senator in advance.  (You can find their contact 

information at the Illinois General Assembly website, 

www.ilga.gov/senate.) Make a quick call to their 

Springfield office to briefly introduce yourself and let 

them know youôll be visiting between 2-4pm on Feb-

ruary 8th and hope to discuss some legislative issues 

with them. 

¶ Review the issues briefs provided in advance by AIA 

Illinois. 

 

ON WEDNESDAY 

¶ Dress to represent yourself and your profession. 

(Business attire or business casual is appropriate.) 

¶ Bring some business cards. AIA Illinois will provide 

you with other materials to leave with your senator 

and representative. 

¶ In addition to asking for your legislatorôs support on 

key issues, offer yourself as a partner for collabora-

tion. 

¶ Relax and be yourself. Remember ï your senator and 

representative work for YOU. They care what you 

think and they want to know about you and your pro-

fession. 

 

For questions or additional information contact AIA Illi-

nois at 217-522-2309 or council@aiail.org.  

2012 Prairie Grassroots 

http://www.aianei.org
http://www.regonline.com/Register/Checkin.aspx?EventID=1048399
http://www.regonline.com/Register/Checkin.aspx?EventID=1048399
http://www.ilga.gov/senate
mailto:council@aiail.org?subject=2012%20Prairie%20Grassroots
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